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PRESENT: Parish Councillors: Jon Dutton in the Chair, Emma Briscoe, Samantha Parkes, David Johnson and Alan Payne 

IN ATTENDANCE: Parish Clerk Lydia Cox and Councillor Nigel Rock (District Council Councillor)  

2023_02_01: Apologies  

Apologies were received from Parish Councillors Roly Whear and Derek Carless, and Councillor Christopher 
Kettle (County Council) and were accepted 

2023_02_02: Acceptance of Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The Minutes of the Ordinary meeting held on 16th January 2023 (already circulated) were considered and the minutes 
were agreed (Proposed by Councillor Payne and seconded by Councillor Parkes) 

2023_02_03: Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Payne declared an interest in Aqueous and therefore flooding discussions 

Councillors Johnson and Payne declared an interest in the bowls club 

Councillor Payne declared an interest in any discussions around HS2 due to employment 

Clerk declared an interest in planning application 23/00395/TREE due to residence 

2023_02_04: Requests for Dispensation 

None received 

2023_02_05: Open Forum 

Prospective Liberal Democrat councillor Natalie Gist was in attendance. There were no members of the public in 
attendance 

2023_02_06: Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 

(i) Play Area Refurbishment: Councillors Parkes and Briscoe have completed the Lottery Fund submission for 
£120,000. Clerk will complete and submit 

No opinions were raised on Facebook regarding whether the fence around the under 8s play area should be 
removed or not. Councillors therefore agreed to remove the fence. Clerk will ask Mick Jones to take down and 
dispose of. (Resolution under the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s. 19, to provide 
recreational facilities) 

Basketball equipment ready to be fitted 

(ii) Upper Lighthorne Primary Healthcare: No agreement until all houses are built. Patients will be spread over 
neighbouring parishes 

(iii) Electrical Works on Dog Lane/ The Slade: Reports of drain covers missing on The Slade. They have now been 
re-fitted. Cracks along The Slade have appeared. Clerk to report to National Grid 

(iv) Wall around war memorial: Safety tape has been put up and owners waiting for builder to repairs 

(v) Toilet facilities at the Sports Pavilion: Clerk has received no communication from The Colts. 

The cracks in the wall have got bigger at the Sports Pavilion. Councillors agreed to get a new structural survey. 
Clerk to see whether previous surveyor is available. (Resolution under the Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1976, s. 19, Power to provide and equip buildings for use of clubs having athletic, social or 
educational objectives) 
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2023_02_07: District Councillor and County Councillor Reports 

Councillor Rock submitted a report which can be found in Appendix C 

Council Tax increase of 3.24% 

Councillor Rock discussed the South Warwickshire Local Plan and there were discussions about ideas of new 
developments within Fenny Compton. Councillor Rock urged the council to respond. Chair asked councillors to look 
and send comments. Chair will complete final submission 

2023_02_08: Correspondence 

The meeting noted the following correspondence: 

 Residents correspondence 
o Flooding on Station Road between Berry Meadow and Thompsons Field 
o Area identified but not actively taken forward as no properties flooded. Maintenance issue as ditch 

along Station Road is blocked. Clerk to determine landowner 
o Poor state of the repairs to the potholes on the Avon Dassett Road, outside The Lodge  
o Clerk to report to WCC 
o Request for memorial tree/ bench for Kate 
o Councillors agreed in principle. Location needs to be agreed upon 

 South Warwickshire Local Plan 
o Reminder that comments are due by 6th March 
o Discussed as part of District Councillor report 

 Great British Spring Clean 
o 17th March – 2nd April 
o Clerk requested to organise 

 South Warwickshire Economic Strategy 
o The purpose of an Economic Strategy, is to give an overview of the economy of a local area and to 

provide an opportunity for the local Council to set out priorities for how it wishes to support the 
economy. This support can include (a) deploying resources (including staff resources) most effectively, 
(b) working with local employers and education institutions and (c) linking with, and obtain support 
from, outside agencies including Government.  

o Economic strategies can also allow councils to consider how to align economic objectives with other 
priorities such as responding to climate emergencies. Economic strategies are not land-use planning 
documents; however, they can support the work of plan-making by helping to shape the local 
economic priorities which underpin allocations and policies within the Local Plan 

o Stratford-on-Avon and Warwick District Councils have decided to produce a joint Economic Strategy 
for the following reasons: 

 The shared economic geography includes some shared challenges and shared opportunities. 
These are better addressed across the wider area of both councils, particularly where an issue 
within one council’s area can be better addressed by the other authority 

 The South Warwickshire Local Plan will include land-use policies to support economic 
development. A joint economic strategy will help to shape thinking about what priorities 
should shape these policies 
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 When engaging with Government and outside agencies, the case for any support or inward 
investment is stronger when they can demonstrate clear and joined-up thinking about how to 
support our economies 

 As both councils have declared climate emergencies, a joint economic strategy may provide 
wider opportunities to deliver on climate pledges 

o The two Councils now wish to hold a 6 week public consultation on the draft South Warwickshire 
Economic Strategy. The consultation will run from Friday 17 February to Friday 31 March 2023 

o The consultation document can be viewed on the District Council’s website at 
www.stratford.gov.uk/swes 

o The Councils will also be hosting two on-line stakeholder sessions where Officers will be available to 
answer questions and provide additional information as required. The details of these sessions have 
yet to be finalised, but the website will be updated with the appropriate information as soon as 
dates/times/venue have been confirmed 

 
2023_02_09: Planning 

(i) The following applications have been received for consideration since the last meeting: 

Between meetings councillors agreed to respond with ‘no representation’ to 23/00238/TREE 

Councillors agreed to respond with ‘no representation’ to 22/03647/VARY and 23/00395/TREE 

(ii) There have been no decisions received since the last meeting 

(iii) Further Updates:  

a. Notice of intention to install electronic communication apparatus – 3 requests – Track by The Fold, Church 
Street and Grants Close 

b. Compton Locks Development 
i. Roof tile submission – Responded between meetings with no concerns about either choice  

ii. Bus stop request for Compton Locks  - Councillors agreed to request a bus stop for the new 
development. Clerk to write to WCC to request   

 

 

 

 

 

Reference  

Consultation 
Expiry Date  

Address Proposal 

23/00238/TREE 22 Feb 2023 Stonegate, Church Street, Fenny 
Compton 

T1 - silver birch - Reduce height by 3-4metres to approx. 1metre above previous cuts 
to appropriate growth points to shape 

22/03647/VARY 2 Mar 2023 Rose Cottage, The Tunnel, 
Farnborough 

Variation of conditions two (approved plans), four (extent of curtilage) and five (bat and 
bird habitat) of planning permission 21/01812/FUL (determined 31.08.2021) to allow 
change to design and submission of details. Original description of development: 
replacement house 

23/00395/TREE 3 Mar 2023 Bearsden House, Church Street, 
Fenny Compton 

T1 - gleditsia honey locust - Fell 
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2023_02_10: Financial Administration 

(i) Councillors approved the following payments (Proposed by Councillor Payne and seconded by Councillor 
Johnson): 

FEB_23_1_SO  Lydia Cox (Salary and Expenses February)  £     370.04 
FEB_23_2_SO  SDC (January Pension Contribution)   £     111.77 
FEB_23_3_DD  Utility Warehouse (Sports Pavilion Electricity)  £       28.69 
FEB_23_4_DD  Yu Energy (Street lighting)    £     195.71 
FEB_23_5_DD  WaterPlus (Sports Pavilion Water)   £         8.40 
FEB_23_6  WEL Medical (Defibrillator Battery)   £     192.00 
FEB_23_7  Banbury Print & Design (NDP Flyers)   £       49.00 
FEB_23_8  Aplins Solicitors (Allotment Land Registration)  £     427.20 
FEB_23_9  SDC (Bowls club green waste bin)   £       44.00 
FEB_23_10  Groundworks (Repay NDP Grant)   £  1,523.00 
FEB_23_11  Plants (Reimburse J Gooding)    £        10.00 
FEB_23_12  Basketball Hoop Fittings (Reimburse R Whear)   £        21.51 
FEB_23_13  Weed Killer (Reimburse R Whear)   £          6.99 
FEB_23_14  Mick Jones (Cemetery Landscaping)   £      185.00 
Total          £   3,173.31 
 
Councillor Rock and Natalie Gist left the meeting at 20.40 
 

(ii) Councillors noted the bank balances and bank reconciliations (Appendix A & B) and agreed them 

(iii) WCC Streetlight maintenance quote. Councillors agreed to the updated quote at £2.34 per lantern 

(iv) Between meetings it was agreed to spend £115 on a replacement window for the bowls club 

2023_02_11: Updates 

(i) Compton Locks Integration – Clerk has received a message from Church representatives to say that a leaflet 
was being put together with local information and contact details. Clerk to find out exactly what it will include 
to see if Parish Council need to do anything extra 

No response from other clerk’s regarding their experience 

Clerk to invite representatives from Orbit to the next meeting to get a general update 

(ii) Flood Prevention –  

Progress remains frustratingly slow. WCC have now had prices back for the majority of the properties, except 
the two to be surveyed on the 9th where the homeowners were unable to arrange a visit with Whitehouse 
sooner due to work commitments.   
Some of the properties have come back triple the price of others, and as such WCC are currently in consultation 
with senior managers regarding the level of resident contribution that we will require for these properties. 
This is the first time such a vast price difference between properties in the same location on a PFR scheme has 
been encountered. 
In relation to the S106 works at the surgery, WCC have had two quotes back from Balfour Beaty and will 
provide drawings so that we can see the two different options. They are very similar in price, however they 
are currently checking if additional costs such as an archaeological watching brief will be required that may 
increase the price of one option over the other. Also need to check with legal team if the landowner would be 
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entitled to compensation for the same option which would involve running a 450mm pipe under the farmers 
field 
Memorial Road - still awaiting confirmation from Highways for site inspection 

(iii) Trees – Memorial plaque is now in situ 

(iv) Playing Field and Play Equipment – Electrical works at corner of playing field left in a mess – Clerk to contact 
National Grid 

(v) Neighbourhood Development Plan – Fliers have been distributed. Referendum to be held on Thursday 2nd 
March 

(vi) Highways – No updates 

(vii) Street Lighting – No updates 

(viii) Traffic – No updates 

(ix) Future Strategy – No updates 

(x) Defibrillator Cabinet – The battery at the defibrillator has just been replaced. The current cabinet does not 
have a heater (a heated cabinet would extend the battery life). It would need an electrical supply and be fitted. 
Clerk to contact village hall regarding permissions and then get electrician to quote 

(xi) Updated policies and procedures – Outstanding 

(xii) Elections Preparation – Clerk to attend a meeting on 2nd March to get packs needed for prospective councillors 

(xiii) Parish Meeting Preparation – Meeting has moved to Monday 3rd April and village organisations have been 
invited 

2023_02_12: Items to Publicise 

(i) NDP Referendum 

(ii) Remove fence around under 8 play areas 

(iii) The Slade – Aware and discussions with National Grid 

2023_02_13: Future Discussion 

None identified 

2023_02_14: Date of next meeting  

The next meeting is an Ordinary Meeting scheduled for Monday 20th March 

MEETING CLOSED 21.15 
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Appendix A

January Financial Administration

Balances: (See attached bank reconciliation) £

Traffic Management 2,135.82    
Flood Relief Grant 2,057.16    
WCC Flood Attenuation Grant -              
Over 8's Play Area 100.38       
NP Plan Projects 1,658.33
Allotments 250.00       
Defibrilator 2,038.16    
Other 0.10-            
Deposit Account 8,239.75    

Cotters Croft 3,664.98    
PC Balance 6,340.02    
12 Month Partial Withdrawal (High interest deposit): 10,005.00  

Deposit Account (Unallocated Reserves) 11,903.52  

Current Account 2,359.99

Total Balances (See Bank Reconciliation) 32,508.27  

Less Payments (See agenda item 10)
Lydia Cox (Feb Salary & Expenses) (370.04)
SDC (Pension contribution Feb) (111.77)
Utility Warehouse (Electricity) (28.69)
Yu Energy (Street Lights) (195.71)
WaterPlus (Sports Pavillion Water) (8.40)
WEL Medical (Reimburse S Parkes for Defib battery) (192.00)
Banbury Print & Design (NDP Flyers) (49.00)
Aplins (Register of Allotment Land) (427.20)
Bowls Club Green Bin (Reimburse Bowls Club) (44.00)
Groundworks (Repayment of remaining NDP Grant) (1,523.00)
Plants (Reimburse J Gooding) (10.00)
Basketball hoop fittings (Reimburse R Whear) (21.51)
Weed Killer (Reimburse R Whear) (6.99)
Mick Jones (Cemetery landscaping) (185.00)

Current Account (3,173.31)

Total Balances carried forward 29,334.96  
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Appendix C - District Councillor Report 
 
BUDGET It is that time when the District Council sets its budget and a series of scrutiny meetings are presently leading 
up to the full council decision on 27 February.  The Conservative administration’s proposals suggest a council tax rise 
of £5 for a band D property applied to the district council element of council tax.   It is worth noting that the District 
Council gets its funding from a variety of sources – council tax makes up about 48% and business rates about 24% - 
the rest comes from various ‘pots’ of money from central government. One problem for the Council is the difficulty of 
forward planning these days because the government that used to give ‘settlements’ for the next three years 
expenditure, now only gives one year. With many other variables this makes it hard for councils to plan for the future. 
 
The Council does have other sources of income, for instance, because the council has something like £10 million of 
revenue reserves, increasing interest rates are benefitting the council.  Green bin users will have noticed the charge 
has gone up this year and it is the ruling administration plan for it to go up again for the next five years, year on year.   
The Lib Dem opposition will propose a review of this and of the collection of ‘medical’ waste in the grey bins for 
residents with extra need.  The opposition are also proposing more resources to improve planning enforcement.  The 
budget already includes provision for climate change (although we need to see how this is spent), cost of living, and 
improvements to the housing department processes. 
 
NHS There has been a small amount of progress on the provision of the Doctor’s Surgery at Upper Lighthorne in that 
the NHS have now acknowledged the need. However, at a recent meeting, a date of July 2027 for the permanent 
health facility emerged. Previous impressions given were mid-2025.   Some mechanism needs to be found to deal with 

Appendix B

January Bank Reconciliation

Bank Balances £

30 Day Notice (Allocated Reserves) 8,239.75    
12 Month Partial Withdrawal 10,005.00  
Deposit Account (Unallocated Reserves) 11,903.52  
Current Account 2,471.76  
Less payments outstanding:
SDC (Pension contribution Jan) (111.77)

Current Account 2,359.99

Total Bank 32,508.27  

Cash Book Balance b/f 32,349.68
Add receipts since last meeting:
County Councillor Grant 150.00       
Bank Interest 8.59            

Total Cash Book 32,508.27  



Fenny Compton Parish Council 
Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting Of Fenny Compton Parish Council Held at Fenny Compton Village Hall, 

Fenny Compton on Monday 27th February 2023 At 7.45pm 
 

 
 

Signed___________________________________________Chair March 2023           328 | P a g e  
 

 

the interim period, as patients are registering in the surrounding practices as far away as Southam, placing additional 
strain on those facilities.   
 
I have been working with GP Practices locally because the additional houses over the past few years and added 
population naturally increases demand.  1323 houses have been built in the Council wards in and around Southam 
since 2011 with another 263 approved.  I have discovered that the Orbit development required a s106 contribution 
for health provision for the people of Fenny Compton. 
 
POSTAL VOTING - VOTER ID I remind residents it is a good idea to get a postal vote to avoid photo ID problems at the 
polling station for the next election at the beginning of May.  There has been some confusion about the last date to 
apply, which was previously said to be 18 April. It seems that because of the extra pressure the government has caused 
with these (unnecessary) extra rules, the actual deadline date might be a couple of weeks earlier than before to give 
election staff more time for processing applications.  I recommend that residents apply for a postal vote in good time. 
More details here: https://www.stratford.gov.uk/council-democracy/postal-and-proxy-voting.cfm 
Email: elections@stratford-dc.gov.uk   Telephone: 01789 260208 
 
SOUTH WARWICKSHIRE LOCAL PLAN This will set future planning policy. I have been in touch with the council about 
how difficult the public consultation is to understand and use.  In response an additional document has now been 
produced which is intended to help. SWLP IO Summary.pdf (southwarwickshire.org.uk). This is much more user 
friendly than the main 1200 page document which is still on the council website for reference. 
www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp 
 
One thing to look out for is the option of new settlements with some suggestion of sites around this area, among very 
many other alternatives. Responding to the questions is probably better on the interactive online version so you can 
dip in and out and focus in on the sections that interest you.  You don’t need to answer all questions.  The ‘Issues and 
Options’ questionnaire is about ideas and potential solutions.  The council do say they want to hear people’s views 
and no decisions have been taken yet.  The Deadline for comments is 6th March. 
 
Cllr Nigel Rock 
nigel.rock@stratford-dc.gov.uk 
07971 343065 
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PRESENT: Parish Councillors: Jon Dutton in the Chair, Emma Briscoe, Samantha Parkes, David Johnson and Alan Payne 

IN ATTENDANCE: Parish Clerk Lydia Cox and Councillor Nigel Rock (District Council Councillor)  

2023_02_01: Apologies  

Apologies were received from Parish Councillors Roly Whear and Derek Carless, and Councillor Christopher 
Kettle (County Council) and were accepted 

2023_02_02: Acceptance of Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The Minutes of the Ordinary meeting held on 16th January 2023 (already circulated) were considered and the minutes 
were agreed (Proposed by Councillor Payne and seconded by Councillor Parkes) 

2023_02_03: Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Payne declared an interest in Aqueous and therefore flooding discussions 

Councillors Johnson and Payne declared an interest in the bowls club 

Councillor Payne declared an interest in any discussions around HS2 due to employment 

Clerk declared an interest in planning application 23/00395/TREE due to residence 

2023_02_04: Requests for Dispensation 

None received 

2023_02_05: Open Forum 

Prospective Liberal Democrat councillor Natalie Gist was in attendance. There were no members of the public in 
attendance 

2023_02_06: Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 

(i) Play Area Refurbishment: Councillors Parkes and Briscoe have completed the Lottery Fund submission for 
£120,000. Clerk will complete and submit 

No opinions were raised on Facebook regarding whether the fence around the under 8s play area should be 
removed or not. Councillors therefore agreed to remove the fence. Clerk will ask Mick Jones to take down and 
dispose of. (Resolution under the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s. 19, to provide 
recreational facilities) 

Basketball equipment ready to be fitted 

(ii) Upper Lighthorne Primary Healthcare: No agreement until all houses are built. Patients will be spread over 
neighbouring parishes 

(iii) Electrical Works on Dog Lane/ The Slade: Reports of drain covers missing on The Slade. They have now been 
re-fitted. Cracks along The Slade have appeared. Clerk to report to National Grid 

(iv) Wall around war memorial: Safety tape has been put up and owners waiting for builder to repairs 

(v) Toilet facilities at the Sports Pavilion: Clerk has received no communication from The Colts. 

The cracks in the wall have got bigger at the Sports Pavilion. Councillors agreed to get a new structural survey. 
Clerk to see whether previous surveyor is available. (Resolution under the Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1976, s. 19, Power to provide and equip buildings for use of clubs having athletic, social or 
educational objectives) 
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2023_02_07: District Councillor and County Councillor Reports 

Councillor Rock submitted a report which can be found in Appendix C 

Council Tax increase of 3.24% 

Councillor Rock discussed the South Warwickshire Local Plan and there were discussions about ideas of new 
developments within Fenny Compton. Councillor Rock urged the council to respond. Chair asked councillors to look 
and send comments. Chair will complete final submission 

2023_02_08: Correspondence 

The meeting noted the following correspondence: 

 Residents correspondence 
o Flooding on Station Road between Berry Meadow and Thompsons Field 
o Area identified but not actively taken forward as no properties flooded. Maintenance issue as ditch 

along Station Road is blocked. Clerk to determine landowner 
o Poor state of the repairs to the potholes on the Avon Dassett Road, outside The Lodge  
o Clerk to report to WCC 
o Request for memorial tree/ bench for Kate 
o Councillors agreed in principle. Location needs to be agreed upon 

 South Warwickshire Local Plan 
o Reminder that comments are due by 6th March 
o Discussed as part of District Councillor report 

 Great British Spring Clean 
o 17th March – 2nd April 
o Clerk requested to organise 

 South Warwickshire Economic Strategy 
o The purpose of an Economic Strategy, is to give an overview of the economy of a local area and to 

provide an opportunity for the local Council to set out priorities for how it wishes to support the 
economy. This support can include (a) deploying resources (including staff resources) most effectively, 
(b) working with local employers and education institutions and (c) linking with, and obtain support 
from, outside agencies including Government.  

o Economic strategies can also allow councils to consider how to align economic objectives with other 
priorities such as responding to climate emergencies. Economic strategies are not land-use planning 
documents; however, they can support the work of plan-making by helping to shape the local 
economic priorities which underpin allocations and policies within the Local Plan 

o Stratford-on-Avon and Warwick District Councils have decided to produce a joint Economic Strategy 
for the following reasons: 

 The shared economic geography includes some shared challenges and shared opportunities. 
These are better addressed across the wider area of both councils, particularly where an issue 
within one council’s area can be better addressed by the other authority 

 The South Warwickshire Local Plan will include land-use policies to support economic 
development. A joint economic strategy will help to shape thinking about what priorities 
should shape these policies 
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 When engaging with Government and outside agencies, the case for any support or inward 
investment is stronger when they can demonstrate clear and joined-up thinking about how to 
support our economies 

 As both councils have declared climate emergencies, a joint economic strategy may provide 
wider opportunities to deliver on climate pledges 

o The two Councils now wish to hold a 6 week public consultation on the draft South Warwickshire 
Economic Strategy. The consultation will run from Friday 17 February to Friday 31 March 2023 

o The consultation document can be viewed on the District Council’s website at 
www.stratford.gov.uk/swes 

o The Councils will also be hosting two on-line stakeholder sessions where Officers will be available to 
answer questions and provide additional information as required. The details of these sessions have 
yet to be finalised, but the website will be updated with the appropriate information as soon as 
dates/times/venue have been confirmed 

 
2023_02_09: Planning 

(i) The following applications have been received for consideration since the last meeting: 

Between meetings councillors agreed to respond with ‘no representation’ to 23/00238/TREE 

Councillors agreed to respond with ‘no representation’ to 22/03647/VARY and 23/00395/TREE 

(ii) There have been no decisions received since the last meeting 

(iii) Further Updates:  

a. Notice of intention to install electronic communication apparatus – 3 requests – Track by The Fold, Church 
Street and Grants Close 

b. Compton Locks Development 
i. Roof tile submission – Responded between meetings with no concerns about either choice  

ii. Bus stop request for Compton Locks  - Councillors agreed to request a bus stop for the new 
development. Clerk to write to WCC to request   

 

 

 

 

 

Reference  

Consultation 
Expiry Date  

Address Proposal 

23/00238/TREE 22 Feb 2023 Stonegate, Church Street, Fenny 
Compton 

T1 - silver birch - Reduce height by 3-4metres to approx. 1metre above previous cuts 
to appropriate growth points to shape 

22/03647/VARY 2 Mar 2023 Rose Cottage, The Tunnel, 
Farnborough 

Variation of conditions two (approved plans), four (extent of curtilage) and five (bat and 
bird habitat) of planning permission 21/01812/FUL (determined 31.08.2021) to allow 
change to design and submission of details. Original description of development: 
replacement house 

23/00395/TREE 3 Mar 2023 Bearsden House, Church Street, 
Fenny Compton 

T1 - gleditsia honey locust - Fell 
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2023_02_10: Financial Administration 

(i) Councillors approved the following payments (Proposed by Councillor Payne and seconded by Councillor 
Johnson): 

FEB_23_1_SO  Lydia Cox (Salary and Expenses February)  £     370.04 
FEB_23_2_SO  SDC (January Pension Contribution)   £     111.77 
FEB_23_3_DD  Utility Warehouse (Sports Pavilion Electricity)  £       28.69 
FEB_23_4_DD  Yu Energy (Street lighting)    £     195.71 
FEB_23_5_DD  WaterPlus (Sports Pavilion Water)   £         8.40 
FEB_23_6  WEL Medical (Defibrillator Battery)   £     192.00 
FEB_23_7  Banbury Print & Design (NDP Flyers)   £       49.00 
FEB_23_8  Aplins Solicitors (Allotment Land Registration)  £     427.20 
FEB_23_9  SDC (Bowls club green waste bin)   £       44.00 
FEB_23_10  Groundworks (Repay NDP Grant)   £  1,523.00 
FEB_23_11  Plants (Reimburse J Gooding)    £        10.00 
FEB_23_12  Basketball Hoop Fittings (Reimburse R Whear)   £        21.51 
FEB_23_13  Weed Killer (Reimburse R Whear)   £          6.99 
FEB_23_14  Mick Jones (Cemetery Landscaping)   £      185.00 
Total          £   3,173.31 
 
Councillor Rock and Natalie Gist left the meeting at 20.40 
 

(ii) Councillors noted the bank balances and bank reconciliations (Appendix A & B) and agreed them 

(iii) WCC Streetlight maintenance quote. Councillors agreed to the updated quote at £2.34 per lantern 

(iv) Between meetings it was agreed to spend £115 on a replacement window for the bowls club 

2023_02_11: Updates 

(i) Compton Locks Integration – Clerk has received a message from Church representatives to say that a leaflet 
was being put together with local information and contact details. Clerk to find out exactly what it will include 
to see if Parish Council need to do anything extra 

No response from other clerk’s regarding their experience 

Clerk to invite representatives from Orbit to the next meeting to get a general update 

(ii) Flood Prevention –  

Progress remains frustratingly slow. WCC have now had prices back for the majority of the properties, except 
the two to be surveyed on the 9th where the homeowners were unable to arrange a visit with Whitehouse 
sooner due to work commitments.   
Some of the properties have come back triple the price of others, and as such WCC are currently in consultation 
with senior managers regarding the level of resident contribution that we will require for these properties. 
This is the first time such a vast price difference between properties in the same location on a PFR scheme has 
been encountered. 
In relation to the S106 works at the surgery, WCC have had two quotes back from Balfour Beaty and will 
provide drawings so that we can see the two different options. They are very similar in price, however they 
are currently checking if additional costs such as an archaeological watching brief will be required that may 
increase the price of one option over the other. Also need to check with legal team if the landowner would be 
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entitled to compensation for the same option which would involve running a 450mm pipe under the farmers 
field 
Memorial Road - still awaiting confirmation from Highways for site inspection 

(iii) Trees – Memorial plaque is now in situ 

(iv) Playing Field and Play Equipment – Electrical works at corner of playing field left in a mess – Clerk to contact 
National Grid 

(v) Neighbourhood Development Plan – Fliers have been distributed. Referendum to be held on Thursday 2nd 
March 

(vi) Highways – No updates 

(vii) Street Lighting – No updates 

(viii) Traffic – No updates 

(ix) Future Strategy – No updates 

(x) Defibrillator Cabinet – The battery at the defibrillator has just been replaced. The current cabinet does not 
have a heater (a heated cabinet would extend the battery life). It would need an electrical supply and be fitted. 
Clerk to contact village hall regarding permissions and then get electrician to quote 

(xi) Updated policies and procedures – Outstanding 

(xii) Elections Preparation – Clerk to attend a meeting on 2nd March to get packs needed for prospective councillors 

(xiii) Parish Meeting Preparation – Meeting has moved to Monday 3rd April and village organisations have been 
invited 

2023_02_12: Items to Publicise 

(i) NDP Referendum 

(ii) Remove fence around under 8 play areas 

(iii) The Slade – Aware and discussions with National Grid 

2023_02_13: Future Discussion 

None identified 

2023_02_14: Date of next meeting  

The next meeting is an Ordinary Meeting scheduled for Monday 20th March 

MEETING CLOSED 21.15 
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Appendix A

January Financial Administration

Balances: (See attached bank reconciliation) £

Traffic Management 2,135.82    
Flood Relief Grant 2,057.16    
WCC Flood Attenuation Grant -              
Over 8's Play Area 100.38       
NP Plan Projects 1,658.33
Allotments 250.00       
Defibrilator 2,038.16    
Other 0.10-            
Deposit Account 8,239.75    

Cotters Croft 3,664.98    
PC Balance 6,340.02    
12 Month Partial Withdrawal (High interest deposit): 10,005.00  

Deposit Account (Unallocated Reserves) 11,903.52  

Current Account 2,359.99

Total Balances (See Bank Reconciliation) 32,508.27  

Less Payments (See agenda item 10)
Lydia Cox (Feb Salary & Expenses) (370.04)
SDC (Pension contribution Feb) (111.77)
Utility Warehouse (Electricity) (28.69)
Yu Energy (Street Lights) (195.71)
WaterPlus (Sports Pavillion Water) (8.40)
WEL Medical (Reimburse S Parkes for Defib battery) (192.00)
Banbury Print & Design (NDP Flyers) (49.00)
Aplins (Register of Allotment Land) (427.20)
Bowls Club Green Bin (Reimburse Bowls Club) (44.00)
Groundworks (Repayment of remaining NDP Grant) (1,523.00)
Plants (Reimburse J Gooding) (10.00)
Basketball hoop fittings (Reimburse R Whear) (21.51)
Weed Killer (Reimburse R Whear) (6.99)
Mick Jones (Cemetery landscaping) (185.00)

Current Account (3,173.31)

Total Balances carried forward 29,334.96  
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Appendix C - District Councillor Report 
 
BUDGET It is that time when the District Council sets its budget and a series of scrutiny meetings are presently leading 
up to the full council decision on 27 February.  The Conservative administration’s proposals suggest a council tax rise 
of £5 for a band D property applied to the district council element of council tax.   It is worth noting that the District 
Council gets its funding from a variety of sources – council tax makes up about 48% and business rates about 24% - 
the rest comes from various ‘pots’ of money from central government. One problem for the Council is the difficulty of 
forward planning these days because the government that used to give ‘settlements’ for the next three years 
expenditure, now only gives one year. With many other variables this makes it hard for councils to plan for the future. 
 
The Council does have other sources of income, for instance, because the council has something like £10 million of 
revenue reserves, increasing interest rates are benefitting the council.  Green bin users will have noticed the charge 
has gone up this year and it is the ruling administration plan for it to go up again for the next five years, year on year.   
The Lib Dem opposition will propose a review of this and of the collection of ‘medical’ waste in the grey bins for 
residents with extra need.  The opposition are also proposing more resources to improve planning enforcement.  The 
budget already includes provision for climate change (although we need to see how this is spent), cost of living, and 
improvements to the housing department processes. 
 
NHS There has been a small amount of progress on the provision of the Doctor’s Surgery at Upper Lighthorne in that 
the NHS have now acknowledged the need. However, at a recent meeting, a date of July 2027 for the permanent 
health facility emerged. Previous impressions given were mid-2025.   Some mechanism needs to be found to deal with 

Appendix B

January Bank Reconciliation

Bank Balances £

30 Day Notice (Allocated Reserves) 8,239.75    
12 Month Partial Withdrawal 10,005.00  
Deposit Account (Unallocated Reserves) 11,903.52  
Current Account 2,471.76  
Less payments outstanding:
SDC (Pension contribution Jan) (111.77)

Current Account 2,359.99

Total Bank 32,508.27  

Cash Book Balance b/f 32,349.68
Add receipts since last meeting:
County Councillor Grant 150.00       
Bank Interest 8.59            

Total Cash Book 32,508.27  
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the interim period, as patients are registering in the surrounding practices as far away as Southam, placing additional 
strain on those facilities.   
 
I have been working with GP Practices locally because the additional houses over the past few years and added 
population naturally increases demand.  1323 houses have been built in the Council wards in and around Southam 
since 2011 with another 263 approved.  I have discovered that the Orbit development required a s106 contribution 
for health provision for the people of Fenny Compton. 
 
POSTAL VOTING - VOTER ID I remind residents it is a good idea to get a postal vote to avoid photo ID problems at the 
polling station for the next election at the beginning of May.  There has been some confusion about the last date to 
apply, which was previously said to be 18 April. It seems that because of the extra pressure the government has caused 
with these (unnecessary) extra rules, the actual deadline date might be a couple of weeks earlier than before to give 
election staff more time for processing applications.  I recommend that residents apply for a postal vote in good time. 
More details here: https://www.stratford.gov.uk/council-democracy/postal-and-proxy-voting.cfm 
Email: elections@stratford-dc.gov.uk   Telephone: 01789 260208 
 
SOUTH WARWICKSHIRE LOCAL PLAN This will set future planning policy. I have been in touch with the council about 
how difficult the public consultation is to understand and use.  In response an additional document has now been 
produced which is intended to help. SWLP IO Summary.pdf (southwarwickshire.org.uk). This is much more user 
friendly than the main 1200 page document which is still on the council website for reference. 
www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp 
 
One thing to look out for is the option of new settlements with some suggestion of sites around this area, among very 
many other alternatives. Responding to the questions is probably better on the interactive online version so you can 
dip in and out and focus in on the sections that interest you.  You don’t need to answer all questions.  The ‘Issues and 
Options’ questionnaire is about ideas and potential solutions.  The council do say they want to hear people’s views 
and no decisions have been taken yet.  The Deadline for comments is 6th March. 
 
Cllr Nigel Rock 
nigel.rock@stratford-dc.gov.uk 
07971 343065 
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PRESENT: Parish Councillors: Jon Dutton in the Chair, Emma Briscoe, Samantha Parkes, David Johnson and Alan Payne 

IN ATTENDANCE: Parish Clerk Lydia Cox and Councillor Nigel Rock (District Council Councillor)  

2023_02_01: Apologies  

Apologies were received from Parish Councillors Roly Whear and Derek Carless, and Councillor Christopher 
Kettle (County Council) and were accepted 

2023_02_02: Acceptance of Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The Minutes of the Ordinary meeting held on 16th January 2023 (already circulated) were considered and the minutes 
were agreed (Proposed by Councillor Payne and seconded by Councillor Parkes) 

2023_02_03: Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Payne declared an interest in Aqueous and therefore flooding discussions 

Councillors Johnson and Payne declared an interest in the bowls club 

Councillor Payne declared an interest in any discussions around HS2 due to employment 

Clerk declared an interest in planning application 23/00395/TREE due to residence 

2023_02_04: Requests for Dispensation 

None received 

2023_02_05: Open Forum 

Prospective Liberal Democrat councillor Natalie Gist was in attendance. There were no members of the public in 
attendance 

2023_02_06: Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 

(i) Play Area Refurbishment: Councillors Parkes and Briscoe have completed the Lottery Fund submission for 
£120,000. Clerk will complete and submit 

No opinions were raised on Facebook regarding whether the fence around the under 8s play area should be 
removed or not. Councillors therefore agreed to remove the fence. Clerk will ask Mick Jones to take down and 
dispose of. (Resolution under the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, s. 19, to provide 
recreational facilities) 

Basketball equipment ready to be fitted 

(ii) Upper Lighthorne Primary Healthcare: No agreement until all houses are built. Patients will be spread over 
neighbouring parishes 

(iii) Electrical Works on Dog Lane/ The Slade: Reports of drain covers missing on The Slade. They have now been 
re-fitted. Cracks along The Slade have appeared. Clerk to report to National Grid 

(iv) Wall around war memorial: Safety tape has been put up and owners waiting for builder to repairs 

(v) Toilet facilities at the Sports Pavilion: Clerk has received no communication from The Colts. 

The cracks in the wall have got bigger at the Sports Pavilion. Councillors agreed to get a new structural survey. 
Clerk to see whether previous surveyor is available. (Resolution under the Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1976, s. 19, Power to provide and equip buildings for use of clubs having athletic, social or 
educational objectives) 
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2023_02_07: District Councillor and County Councillor Reports 

Councillor Rock submitted a report which can be found in Appendix C 

Council Tax increase of 3.24% 

Councillor Rock discussed the South Warwickshire Local Plan and there were discussions about ideas of new 
developments within Fenny Compton. Councillor Rock urged the council to respond. Chair asked councillors to look 
and send comments. Chair will complete final submission 

2023_02_08: Correspondence 

The meeting noted the following correspondence: 

 Residents correspondence 
o Flooding on Station Road between Berry Meadow and Thompsons Field 
o Area identified but not actively taken forward as no properties flooded. Maintenance issue as ditch 

along Station Road is blocked. Clerk to determine landowner 
o Poor state of the repairs to the potholes on the Avon Dassett Road, outside The Lodge  
o Clerk to report to WCC 
o Request for memorial tree/ bench for Kate 
o Councillors agreed in principle. Location needs to be agreed upon 

 South Warwickshire Local Plan 
o Reminder that comments are due by 6th March 
o Discussed as part of District Councillor report 

 Great British Spring Clean 
o 17th March – 2nd April 
o Clerk requested to organise 

 South Warwickshire Economic Strategy 
o The purpose of an Economic Strategy, is to give an overview of the economy of a local area and to 

provide an opportunity for the local Council to set out priorities for how it wishes to support the 
economy. This support can include (a) deploying resources (including staff resources) most effectively, 
(b) working with local employers and education institutions and (c) linking with, and obtain support 
from, outside agencies including Government.  

o Economic strategies can also allow councils to consider how to align economic objectives with other 
priorities such as responding to climate emergencies. Economic strategies are not land-use planning 
documents; however, they can support the work of plan-making by helping to shape the local 
economic priorities which underpin allocations and policies within the Local Plan 

o Stratford-on-Avon and Warwick District Councils have decided to produce a joint Economic Strategy 
for the following reasons: 

 The shared economic geography includes some shared challenges and shared opportunities. 
These are better addressed across the wider area of both councils, particularly where an issue 
within one council’s area can be better addressed by the other authority 

 The South Warwickshire Local Plan will include land-use policies to support economic 
development. A joint economic strategy will help to shape thinking about what priorities 
should shape these policies 
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 When engaging with Government and outside agencies, the case for any support or inward 
investment is stronger when they can demonstrate clear and joined-up thinking about how to 
support our economies 

 As both councils have declared climate emergencies, a joint economic strategy may provide 
wider opportunities to deliver on climate pledges 

o The two Councils now wish to hold a 6 week public consultation on the draft South Warwickshire 
Economic Strategy. The consultation will run from Friday 17 February to Friday 31 March 2023 

o The consultation document can be viewed on the District Council’s website at 
www.stratford.gov.uk/swes 

o The Councils will also be hosting two on-line stakeholder sessions where Officers will be available to 
answer questions and provide additional information as required. The details of these sessions have 
yet to be finalised, but the website will be updated with the appropriate information as soon as 
dates/times/venue have been confirmed 

 
2023_02_09: Planning 

(i) The following applications have been received for consideration since the last meeting: 

Between meetings councillors agreed to respond with ‘no representation’ to 23/00238/TREE 

Councillors agreed to respond with ‘no representation’ to 22/03647/VARY and 23/00395/TREE 

(ii) There have been no decisions received since the last meeting 

(iii) Further Updates:  

a. Notice of intention to install electronic communication apparatus – 3 requests – Track by The Fold, Church 
Street and Grants Close 

b. Compton Locks Development 
i. Roof tile submission – Responded between meetings with no concerns about either choice  

ii. Bus stop request for Compton Locks  - Councillors agreed to request a bus stop for the new 
development. Clerk to write to WCC to request   

 

 

 

 

 

Reference  

Consultation 
Expiry Date  

Address Proposal 

23/00238/TREE 22 Feb 2023 Stonegate, Church Street, Fenny 
Compton 

T1 - silver birch - Reduce height by 3-4metres to approx. 1metre above previous cuts 
to appropriate growth points to shape 

22/03647/VARY 2 Mar 2023 Rose Cottage, The Tunnel, 
Farnborough 

Variation of conditions two (approved plans), four (extent of curtilage) and five (bat and 
bird habitat) of planning permission 21/01812/FUL (determined 31.08.2021) to allow 
change to design and submission of details. Original description of development: 
replacement house 

23/00395/TREE 3 Mar 2023 Bearsden House, Church Street, 
Fenny Compton 

T1 - gleditsia honey locust - Fell 
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2023_02_10: Financial Administration 

(i) Councillors approved the following payments (Proposed by Councillor Payne and seconded by Councillor 
Johnson): 

FEB_23_1_SO  Lydia Cox (Salary and Expenses February)  £     370.04 
FEB_23_2_SO  SDC (January Pension Contribution)   £     111.77 
FEB_23_3_DD  Utility Warehouse (Sports Pavilion Electricity)  £       28.69 
FEB_23_4_DD  Yu Energy (Street lighting)    £     195.71 
FEB_23_5_DD  WaterPlus (Sports Pavilion Water)   £         8.40 
FEB_23_6  WEL Medical (Defibrillator Battery)   £     192.00 
FEB_23_7  Banbury Print & Design (NDP Flyers)   £       49.00 
FEB_23_8  Aplins Solicitors (Allotment Land Registration)  £     427.20 
FEB_23_9  SDC (Bowls club green waste bin)   £       44.00 
FEB_23_10  Groundworks (Repay NDP Grant)   £  1,523.00 
FEB_23_11  Plants (Reimburse J Gooding)    £        10.00 
FEB_23_12  Basketball Hoop Fittings (Reimburse R Whear)   £        21.51 
FEB_23_13  Weed Killer (Reimburse R Whear)   £          6.99 
FEB_23_14  Mick Jones (Cemetery Landscaping)   £      185.00 
Total          £   3,173.31 
 
Councillor Rock and Natalie Gist left the meeting at 20.40 
 

(ii) Councillors noted the bank balances and bank reconciliations (Appendix A & B) and agreed them 

(iii) WCC Streetlight maintenance quote. Councillors agreed to the updated quote at £2.34 per lantern 

(iv) Between meetings it was agreed to spend £115 on a replacement window for the bowls club 

2023_02_11: Updates 

(i) Compton Locks Integration – Clerk has received a message from Church representatives to say that a leaflet 
was being put together with local information and contact details. Clerk to find out exactly what it will include 
to see if Parish Council need to do anything extra 

No response from other clerk’s regarding their experience 

Clerk to invite representatives from Orbit to the next meeting to get a general update 

(ii) Flood Prevention –  

Progress remains frustratingly slow. WCC have now had prices back for the majority of the properties, except 
the two to be surveyed on the 9th where the homeowners were unable to arrange a visit with Whitehouse 
sooner due to work commitments.   
Some of the properties have come back triple the price of others, and as such WCC are currently in consultation 
with senior managers regarding the level of resident contribution that we will require for these properties. 
This is the first time such a vast price difference between properties in the same location on a PFR scheme has 
been encountered. 
In relation to the S106 works at the surgery, WCC have had two quotes back from Balfour Beaty and will 
provide drawings so that we can see the two different options. They are very similar in price, however they 
are currently checking if additional costs such as an archaeological watching brief will be required that may 
increase the price of one option over the other. Also need to check with legal team if the landowner would be 



Fenny Compton Parish Council 
Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting Of Fenny Compton Parish Council Held at Fenny Compton Village Hall, 

Fenny Compton on Monday 27th February 2023 At 7.45pm 
 

 
 

Signed___________________________________________Chair March 2023           325 | P a g e  
 

 

entitled to compensation for the same option which would involve running a 450mm pipe under the farmers 
field 
Memorial Road - still awaiting confirmation from Highways for site inspection 

(iii) Trees – Memorial plaque is now in situ 

(iv) Playing Field and Play Equipment – Electrical works at corner of playing field left in a mess – Clerk to contact 
National Grid 

(v) Neighbourhood Development Plan – Fliers have been distributed. Referendum to be held on Thursday 2nd 
March 

(vi) Highways – No updates 

(vii) Street Lighting – No updates 

(viii) Traffic – No updates 

(ix) Future Strategy – No updates 

(x) Defibrillator Cabinet – The battery at the defibrillator has just been replaced. The current cabinet does not 
have a heater (a heated cabinet would extend the battery life). It would need an electrical supply and be fitted. 
Clerk to contact village hall regarding permissions and then get electrician to quote 

(xi) Updated policies and procedures – Outstanding 

(xii) Elections Preparation – Clerk to attend a meeting on 2nd March to get packs needed for prospective councillors 

(xiii) Parish Meeting Preparation – Meeting has moved to Monday 3rd April and village organisations have been 
invited 

2023_02_12: Items to Publicise 

(i) NDP Referendum 

(ii) Remove fence around under 8 play areas 

(iii) The Slade – Aware and discussions with National Grid 

2023_02_13: Future Discussion 

None identified 

2023_02_14: Date of next meeting  

The next meeting is an Ordinary Meeting scheduled for Monday 20th March 

MEETING CLOSED 21.15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fenny Compton Parish Council 
Minutes of an Ordinary Meeting Of Fenny Compton Parish Council Held at Fenny Compton Village Hall, 

Fenny Compton on Monday 27th February 2023 At 7.45pm 
 

 
 

Signed___________________________________________Chair March 2023           326 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 
 

 

Appendix A

January Financial Administration

Balances: (See attached bank reconciliation) £

Traffic Management 2,135.82    
Flood Relief Grant 2,057.16    
WCC Flood Attenuation Grant -              
Over 8's Play Area 100.38       
NP Plan Projects 1,658.33
Allotments 250.00       
Defibrilator 2,038.16    
Other 0.10-            
Deposit Account 8,239.75    

Cotters Croft 3,664.98    
PC Balance 6,340.02    
12 Month Partial Withdrawal (High interest deposit): 10,005.00  

Deposit Account (Unallocated Reserves) 11,903.52  

Current Account 2,359.99

Total Balances (See Bank Reconciliation) 32,508.27  

Less Payments (See agenda item 10)
Lydia Cox (Feb Salary & Expenses) (370.04)
SDC (Pension contribution Feb) (111.77)
Utility Warehouse (Electricity) (28.69)
Yu Energy (Street Lights) (195.71)
WaterPlus (Sports Pavillion Water) (8.40)
WEL Medical (Reimburse S Parkes for Defib battery) (192.00)
Banbury Print & Design (NDP Flyers) (49.00)
Aplins (Register of Allotment Land) (427.20)
Bowls Club Green Bin (Reimburse Bowls Club) (44.00)
Groundworks (Repayment of remaining NDP Grant) (1,523.00)
Plants (Reimburse J Gooding) (10.00)
Basketball hoop fittings (Reimburse R Whear) (21.51)
Weed Killer (Reimburse R Whear) (6.99)
Mick Jones (Cemetery landscaping) (185.00)

Current Account (3,173.31)

Total Balances carried forward 29,334.96  
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Appendix C - District Councillor Report 
 
BUDGET It is that time when the District Council sets its budget and a series of scrutiny meetings are presently leading 
up to the full council decision on 27 February.  The Conservative administration’s proposals suggest a council tax rise 
of £5 for a band D property applied to the district council element of council tax.   It is worth noting that the District 
Council gets its funding from a variety of sources – council tax makes up about 48% and business rates about 24% - 
the rest comes from various ‘pots’ of money from central government. One problem for the Council is the difficulty of 
forward planning these days because the government that used to give ‘settlements’ for the next three years 
expenditure, now only gives one year. With many other variables this makes it hard for councils to plan for the future. 
 
The Council does have other sources of income, for instance, because the council has something like £10 million of 
revenue reserves, increasing interest rates are benefitting the council.  Green bin users will have noticed the charge 
has gone up this year and it is the ruling administration plan for it to go up again for the next five years, year on year.   
The Lib Dem opposition will propose a review of this and of the collection of ‘medical’ waste in the grey bins for 
residents with extra need.  The opposition are also proposing more resources to improve planning enforcement.  The 
budget already includes provision for climate change (although we need to see how this is spent), cost of living, and 
improvements to the housing department processes. 
 
NHS There has been a small amount of progress on the provision of the Doctor’s Surgery at Upper Lighthorne in that 
the NHS have now acknowledged the need. However, at a recent meeting, a date of July 2027 for the permanent 
health facility emerged. Previous impressions given were mid-2025.   Some mechanism needs to be found to deal with 

Appendix B

January Bank Reconciliation

Bank Balances £

30 Day Notice (Allocated Reserves) 8,239.75    
12 Month Partial Withdrawal 10,005.00  
Deposit Account (Unallocated Reserves) 11,903.52  
Current Account 2,471.76  
Less payments outstanding:
SDC (Pension contribution Jan) (111.77)

Current Account 2,359.99

Total Bank 32,508.27  

Cash Book Balance b/f 32,349.68
Add receipts since last meeting:
County Councillor Grant 150.00       
Bank Interest 8.59            

Total Cash Book 32,508.27  
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the interim period, as patients are registering in the surrounding practices as far away as Southam, placing additional 
strain on those facilities.   
 
I have been working with GP Practices locally because the additional houses over the past few years and added 
population naturally increases demand.  1323 houses have been built in the Council wards in and around Southam 
since 2011 with another 263 approved.  I have discovered that the Orbit development required a s106 contribution 
for health provision for the people of Fenny Compton. 
 
POSTAL VOTING - VOTER ID I remind residents it is a good idea to get a postal vote to avoid photo ID problems at the 
polling station for the next election at the beginning of May.  There has been some confusion about the last date to 
apply, which was previously said to be 18 April. It seems that because of the extra pressure the government has caused 
with these (unnecessary) extra rules, the actual deadline date might be a couple of weeks earlier than before to give 
election staff more time for processing applications.  I recommend that residents apply for a postal vote in good time. 
More details here: https://www.stratford.gov.uk/council-democracy/postal-and-proxy-voting.cfm 
Email: elections@stratford-dc.gov.uk   Telephone: 01789 260208 
 
SOUTH WARWICKSHIRE LOCAL PLAN This will set future planning policy. I have been in touch with the council about 
how difficult the public consultation is to understand and use.  In response an additional document has now been 
produced which is intended to help. SWLP IO Summary.pdf (southwarwickshire.org.uk). This is much more user 
friendly than the main 1200 page document which is still on the council website for reference. 
www.southwarwickshire.org.uk/swlp 
 
One thing to look out for is the option of new settlements with some suggestion of sites around this area, among very 
many other alternatives. Responding to the questions is probably better on the interactive online version so you can 
dip in and out and focus in on the sections that interest you.  You don’t need to answer all questions.  The ‘Issues and 
Options’ questionnaire is about ideas and potential solutions.  The council do say they want to hear people’s views 
and no decisions have been taken yet.  The Deadline for comments is 6th March. 
 
Cllr Nigel Rock 
nigel.rock@stratford-dc.gov.uk 
07971 343065 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


